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Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 19:03:04 EDT
From: qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU
To: "Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion" <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: QRP-L digest 2167

			    QRP-L Digest 2167

Topics covered in this issue include:

  1) [96833] Screwdriver Mobile Antenna Help
	by "Dennis Brickey" <n4dd@preferred.com>
  2) [96834] RS Mic on sale
	by Richard Arland <rarland@earthlink.net>
  3) [96835]  RE: You must stop me NOW! I need some intervention here!
	by "T.J. \"SKIP\" Arey N2EI" <tjarey@home.com>
  4) [96836] fm D4/N4SO Ken
	by Dale Coleman <kf4sir@earthlink.net>
  5) [96837] Re: RS Mic on sale
	by "George, W5YR" <w5yr@att.net>
  6) [96838] Need Indiana
	by John AL7OK <AL7OK@arrl.net>
  7) [96839] Heil Mic Equalizer
	by Richard Arland <rarland@earthlink.net>
  8) [96840] FW: [ForSale-Swap] FS: Hitachi V-509 portable 50Mhz dual-trace o-scope
	by "Ed Tanton" <n4xy@att.net>
  9) [96841] re: Fun with milliwatts
	by "Jim" <sunwatt@starband.net>
 10) [96842] new MFJ fiberglass mast
	by BruceAA5B@aol.com
 11) [96843] NCACR Superfest 2001 14-July-2001
	by "Rod Cerkoney" <n0rc@hotmail.com>
 12) [96844] Here we go again!!!!
	by "T.J. \"SKIP\" Arey N2EI" <tjarey@home.com>
 13) [96845] W2DU's "Reflections II" at Printers!!
	by "James R. Duffey" <jamesd1@flash.net>
 14) [96846] Re: QRP to Yukon, NT!
	by Paul Mills <cybrinjn@gis.net>
 15) [96847] Re: new MFJ fiberglass mast
	by David Heintzleman <pstrdave@kdsi.net>
 16) [96848] Re: No Tranmit from SMK-1?
	by Lew Paceley <lew@paceley.com>
 17) [96849] Re: No Tranmit from SMK-1?
	by Tom Popovic <ki3r@yahoo.com>
 18) [96850] Float Charger Questions
	by "Dennis Payton" <dpayton@fwi.com>
 19) [96851] Re: new MFJ fiberglass mast
	by "Ingo DK3RED" <dk3red@t-online.de>
 20) [96852] Re: Float Charger Questions
	by Richard Mulvey <mulveyr@iname.com>
 21) [96853] Re: No Tranmit from SMK-1?
	by Lew Paceley <lew@paceley.com>
 22) [96854] RE: Screwdriver Mobile Antenna Help
	by <schoon@amgt.com>
 23) [96855] Re: Float Charger Questions
	by "James R. Duffey" <jamesd1@flash.net>
 24) [96856] DSWTUNER.EXE...now all bands and both encoders
	by "William Mabry" <n4qa@hotmail.com>

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Sat, 21 Apr 2001 19:40:55 -0400
From: "Dennis Brickey" <n4dd@preferred.com>
To: <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [96833] Screwdriver Mobile Antenna Help
Message-ID: <000501c0cabc$83319120$6df3e4ce@computer>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hello And Thanks For The Bandwidth,

Can someone in this illustrious group please point me in the direction of a
parts list,
supplier of said parts, and a drawing for building a screwdriver antenna.
I'd love to
add one of these to my truck for mobile qrp.  Thanks for any and all
assistance

Dennis Brickey/N4DD


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 21 Apr 2001 19:52:33 -0400
From: Richard Arland <rarland@earthlink.net>
To: QRP List <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [96834] RS Mic on sale
Message-ID: <3AE21D41.DC9C580E@earthlink.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Gang:

I have given up trying to find an inexpensive MC-50 or 60 to use with my
K2. Original plans called for replacing the element with a Heil HC-4, so
the MC-50 didn't need to look good or work. Alas, seems that MC-50s are
a hot item on e-bay (eech!).

Soooooo....I went into RS today and found that they had one of the omni
dynamic studio mics on sale for 19.99. RS # 33-3030. This seems like a
good candidate to experiment on. Price is right. Comes with a Mic holder
that fits a threaded stand or boom. I have a stand available, so I am
basically in business. 

Output Z=500 ohms, 100-12000 Hz, relatively flat response. I will play
with this mic over the next week or two and see how it works with the K2
before replacing the element. 

I have to rewire my K2 mic connector from Icom to Kenwwod (that's the
one I have decided to standardize on) & add a jack for the foot switch
on the 8-pin mic connector. 

This may possibly be a good alternative to more expensive desk/station
mics. I'll keep the group posted. 

73 Rich K7SZ

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 21 Apr 2001 20:12:26 -0400
From: "T.J. \"SKIP\" Arey N2EI" <tjarey@home.com>
To: "qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU" <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>, nkennedy@tcainternet.com
Subject: [96835]  RE: You must stop me NOW! I need some intervention here!
Message-ID: <3AE221EA.C5BEC4AC@home.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Twelve tranceivers, a couple of transmitters and about a dozen more
receivers. All not counting the antique gear in storage. This is a bad
monkey but as I tell the XYL, it keeps me off the streets and out of the
bars (usually). My hands are starting to shake again though. Time to put
in my K1 order. As The Dead put it: "I may be going to hell in a bucket,
but at least I'm enjoying the ride."
-- 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

  T.J. "SKIP" AREY N2EI   e-mail tjarey@home.com

     Website   http://members.home.net/tjarey

     Snail Mail: PO Box 236, Beverly, NJ 08010

   Specialization is for insects!   LAZARUS LONG

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 21 Apr 2001 20:17:37 -0400
From: Dale Coleman <kf4sir@earthlink.net>
To: qrp-l@lehigh.edu
Subject: [96836] fm D4/N4SO Ken
Message-ID: <5.0.2.1.2.20010421201620.00a6bd50@mail.earthlink.net>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

To: Dale Coleman <kf4sir@earthlink.net>
Subject: Re: fm D4/N4SO Ken


Dale,
Can you relay to the qrp-l list?

"Question for those with knowledge of a Hewlett Packard 5328A frequency 
counter
-- does Input C take 2 watts input.  No manual on board for this model.   A 
similar model
takes  up to 5 volts at 50 ohms input.   No info on this model.   Measuring 
300 Mhz at the
Input C connector."
Ken N4SO
Cape Verde Islands
MSG.USNSLITTLEHALES@mscafloat.msc.navy.mil


-
Dale Coleman
kf4sir@earthlink.net
http://home.earthlink.net/~kf4sir


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 21 Apr 2001 19:42:19 -0500
From: "George, W5YR" <w5yr@att.net>
To: rarland@earthlink.net
Cc: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [96837] Re: RS Mic on sale
Message-ID: <3AE228EB.DB76CDEF@att.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Rich, you might want to do what Bob Heil does with the GoldLine mic: place
the HC-4 element inside the dynamic mic and switch the output line from one
element to the other. That way you can have both mics available, the
dynamic for rag-chewing and the HC-4 for pileups.

72/73, George  W5YR - the Yellow Rose of Texas QRP-L 1373 NETXQRP 6	       
Fairview, TX   30 mi NE of Dallas in Collin county   EM13qe   
Amateur Radio W5YR, in the 55th year and it just keeps getting better!
Icom IC-756PRO #02121  Kachina #91900556  IC-765 #02437


Richard Arland wrote:
> 
> Gang:
> 
> I have given up trying to find an inexpensive MC-50 or 60 to use with my
> K2. Original plans called for replacing the element with a Heil HC-4, so
> the MC-50 didn't need to look good or work. Alas, seems that MC-50s are
> a hot item on e-bay (eech!).
> 
> Soooooo....I went into RS today and found that they had one of the omni
> dynamic studio mics on sale for 19.99. RS # 33-3030. This seems like a
> good candidate to experiment on. Price is right. Comes with a Mic holder
> that fits a threaded stand or boom. I have a stand available, so I am
> basically in business.
> 
> Output Z=500 ohms, 100-12000 Hz, relatively flat response. I will play
> with this mic over the next week or two and see how it works with the K2
> before replacing the element.
> 
> I have to rewire my K2 mic connector from Icom to Kenwwod (that's the
> one I have decided to standardize on) & add a jack for the foot switch
> on the 8-pin mic connector.
> 
> This may possibly be a good alternative to more expensive desk/station
> mics. I'll keep the group posted.
> 
> 73 Rich K7SZ

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 21 Apr 2001 17:23:01 -0800
From: John AL7OK <AL7OK@arrl.net>
To: qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU
Subject: [96838] Need Indiana
Message-ID: <3AE23274.75E206E4@arrl.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I have had a very hard time getting a QRP CW chat with Indaina that will
QSL.  This is all I need for WAS-QRP-CW.  If you are willing please
e-mail me direct.

John  AL7OK@arrl.net
Anchorage, AK


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 21 Apr 2001 22:34:25 -0400
From: Richard Arland <rarland@earthlink.net>
To: QRP List <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [96839] Heil Mic Equalizer
Message-ID: <3AE24331.A0DFC9BD@earthlink.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Someone on this list had a Heil Mic Equalizer for sale last week. Would
that individual please contact me via private e-mail. 

73 Rich K7SZ

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 21 Apr 2001 22:40:16 -0400
From: "Ed Tanton" <n4xy@att.net>
To: "QRP-L Reflector" <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [96840] FW: [ForSale-Swap] FS: Hitachi V-509 portable 50Mhz dual-trace o-scope
Message-ID: <CKEGICNFDIMCEKEDCEHFKEDAGOAA.n4xy@att.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

For any of you looking for a good 'scope: this (FWD from the For Sale-Swap
reflector) sounds like a good deal to me. Hitachi makes pretty good stuff. I
don't know Gil, so you have to make your own introduction/etc.

73  Ed Tanton  N4XY  <n4xy@arrl.net>

website:   http://www.n4xy.com

LM: ARRL  QCWA  AMSAT & INDEXA;
SEDXC  NCDXA    GACW   QRP-ARCI
OK-QRP  QRP-L #758  K2 (FT) #00057

        R-390: Motorola  SN: 374

      R-390-A: Capehart  SN: 2241

          51S-1 WE  SN: 4389


>-----Original Message-----
>From: owner-forsale-swap@qth.net [mailto:owner-forsale-swap@qth.net]On
>Behalf Of Gil Bishop
>Sent: Saturday, April 21, 2001 11:06 AM
>To: forsale-swap@qth.net
>Subject: [ForSale-Swap] FS: Hitachi V-509 portable 50Mhz dual-trace
>o-scope
>
>
>
>
>Very nice condition, compact oscope.  With probs, AC and 12v DC
>power cords,
>manual.
>$80 plus shipping
>


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 21 Apr 2001 22:14:51 -0500
From: "Jim" <sunwatt@starband.net>
To: <qrpp@yahoogroups.com>
Cc: "QRP-L" <qrp-L@Lehigh.edu>
Subject: [96841] re: Fun with milliwatts
Message-ID: <002a01c0cada$6d69b7a0$9a354794@computer>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

If you dont have a attenuator, you should build this!!!

Jim  KJ5TF
"All Milliwatts, All The Time"
========
----- Original Message -----
From: "Jim" <sunwatt@starband.net>
To: <qrpp@yahoogroups.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 21, 2001 21:59 PM
Subject: [qrpp] From QRP-L today


> Date: Sat, 21 Apr 2001 03:13:33 -0500
> From: Monty N5FC <n5fc@io.com>
> To: AQRP@egroups.com, qrp-l@Lehigh.edu
> Subject: [96806] More Fun with Milliwatts
> Message-ID: <4.3.2.7.1.20010421030430.00ae9ed0@mail.io.com>
> Mime-Version: 1.0
> Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed
>
> Hey Gang!
>
> I was so encouraged with the results of my 10 db attenuator, that I went
> the next logical step - more attenuation, and toggle-switch
> flexibility.  This 0-35 db attenuator is about a $25 weekend project, so
> join in the fun!
>
> http://www.io.com/~n5fc/atten2.htm
>
> Larry, W0QE in Denver provided my first on-the-air baptism-by-fire.  I
> responded to his S9+ CQ on 20 meters with 30 db of attenuation following
my
> 5W, for about 5 milliwatts out.  We made a clean exchange on my 339 sig,
> then continued to ragchew at somewhat higher power.  767 miles for about
> 150,000 miles-per-watt.  At one point, I was down to less than 2 mW, and
he
> could still copy about 75%.
>
> I'm after that elusive 1,000,000 mpw mark...
>
> 72,
> monty  N5FC
>
> Monty Northrup, N5FC
> Austin, Texas
> e-mail: n5fc@io.com
> web page (ham radio): http://www.io.com/~n5fc
> web page (home): http://www.io.com/~maddog
>
>
>
>
>
> ------------------------ Yahoo! Groups Sponsor ---------------------~-~>
> ClubMom is the first free organization dedicated to rewarding and
celebrating Moms! Join today - it's free - and get your chance to win
> in our $5,000 Family Vacation Sweepstakes!
> http://us.click.yahoo.com/O.ELKA/TFaCAA/uvCFAA/EeOVlB/TM
> ---------------------------------------------------------------------_->
>
> To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to:
> qrpp-unsubscribe@egroups.com
>
>
>
> Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to http://docs.yahoo.com/info/terms/
>
>


------------------------------

Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 09:11:42 EDT
From: BruceAA5B@aol.com
To: qrp-l@lehigh.edu
Subject: [96842] new MFJ fiberglass mast
Message-ID: <47.a43ca2e.2814328e@aol.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type:  text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding:  7bit

Looking through the AES catalog that came yesterday, I saw 
that MFJ now sells a 33-ft telescoping fiberglass mast (#1930). 
The description and dimensions sound just like the popular 
DK9SQ mast, but the MFJ version is $20 cheaper (listed at $80). 

Anyone have any other info?

    -Bruce AA5B

------------------------------

Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 07:28:35 -0600
From: "Rod Cerkoney" <n0rc@hotmail.com>
To: "Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion" <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>, <elecraft@qth.net>
Cc: "ncarc-l" <ncarc@qth.net>
Subject: [96843] NCACR Superfest 2001 14-July-2001
Message-ID: <OE56tnAvUvy5WJysGTu00001843@hotmail.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Fellow QRPers and K"n" owners,

Please help me get the word out about our Superfest 2001.

Details at http://www.qsl.net/n0rc/hamfest/hamfest.html this page
offers a PDF flyer for download and circulation.

Why come?  Check out the prizes:

  http://www.qsl.net/n0rc/hamfest/prizes.html


Presentations and more, such as my "QRP Corner".


  http://www.qsl.net/n0rc/hamfest/QRP_corner.html


Hope you will support us any way you can.


73, Rod N0RC
Ft Collins CO


------------------------------

Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 09:37:11 -0400
From: "T.J. \"SKIP\" Arey N2EI" <tjarey@home.com>
To: elecraft@qth.net, Rick Arland <k7sz@epix.net>, "njqrp@njqrp.org" <njqrp@njqrp.org>, "qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU" <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>, Bill Cole <billc@dandy.net>,
	Dave Marshall <n8oay@sprintmail.com>, Don Schimmel <dwschiml@intrepid.net>, Ed Muro <k2epm@aol.com>, John McColman <trunkscan@yahoo.com>,
Subject: [96844] Here we go again!!!!
Message-ID: <3AE2DE87.7F9DCDB4@home.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I just placed my order for a K1 and accessories. (My K2 was lonely ???)

These things really should come with a Surgeon General's Warning on the
box.

This is a heavy heavy addiction.


-- 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

  T.J. "SKIP" AREY N2EI   e-mail tjarey@home.com

     Website   http://members.home.net/tjarey

     Snail Mail: PO Box 236, Beverly, NJ 08010

   Specialization is for insects!   LAZARUS LONG

------------------------------

Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 07:47:37 -0600
From: "James R. Duffey" <jamesd1@flash.net>
To: qrp-l <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [96845] W2DU's "Reflections II" at Printers!!
Message-ID: <B7083D18.8D1A%jamesd1@flash.net>
Mime-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

I just read this on the Towertalk Reflector Digest:


"Subject: [TowerTalk] Reflections II

"Great News! We promised to update y'all when the time came, so---
The long awaited REFLECTIONS II, by Walt Maxwell, W2DU is at the printers
and running, and we're hoping to be able to ship concurrent with the
Dayton Hamvention, and offer them there as well.
Will post details as they come from the publisher.
Please contact us off the reflector for additional info if required.

"73,
Press Jones, N8UG - The Wireman, Inc., 261 Pittman Rd, Landrum, SC 29356
<Press@thewireman.com> or <orders@thewireman.com>
800-727-WIRE(9473)(sales)"

This is great news!! The loss of this book has been mourned on this list
before. W2DU does a fine job of explaining transmission lines and their
interaction with antennas and transmitters. Every Ham who has a device to
measure SWR needs one of these books.

I don't know who is republishing the book (Artech maybe?). It was first
published by the ARRL. Despite being a good seller, it became a victim in
their ill conceived crusade to eliminate references to the  conjugate match
in any of their publications. But that is a story for another time.

Maybe some one on the list who goes to Dayton can see if it is available? -
Dr. Megacycle KK6MC/5

-- 
James R. Duffey KK6MC/5
30 Casa Loma Road
Cedar Crest, NM 87008


------------------------------

Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 10:22:31 -0400 (EDT)
From: Paul Mills <cybrinjn@gis.net>
To: qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU, TC Dufresne <tdufres@radiks.net>
Subject: [96846] Re: QRP to Yukon, NT!
Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.20.0104221019100.378-100000@daystar.gis.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII


CW contact with a DX-398!  Wow.  And here I was dissatisfied
with this Yaesu FRG-8800 with its 800 Hz wide audio filter...
Congrats.

Paul KB1GEJ

	<----c-y-b-r-i-n-j-n-@-g-i-s-.-n-e-t----<<<<<<<<



------------------------------

Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 09:32:07 -0500
From: David Heintzleman <pstrdave@kdsi.net>
To: BruceAA5B@aol.com
Cc: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [96847] Re: new MFJ fiberglass mast
Message-ID: <3AE2EB67.3865626A@kdsi.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

PLEASE POST FOR ALL, thanks
Dave K8BBM

BruceAA5B@aol.com wrote:
> 
> Looking through the AES catalog that came yesterday, I saw
> that MFJ now sells a 33-ft telescoping fiberglass mast (#1930).
> The description and dimensions sound just like the popular
> DK9SQ mast, but the MFJ version is $20 cheaper (listed at $80).
> 
> Anyone have any other info?
> 
>     -Bruce AA5B

------------------------------

Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 10:51:11 -0500
From: Lew Paceley <lew@paceley.com>
To: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [96848] Re: No Tranmit from SMK-1?
Message-ID: <000301c0cb44$0e345820$0332a8c0@roland.swbell.net>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset="Windows-1252"
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Hi Del,
Yes, the SMK-1 has a sidetone...a fairly loud one at that.  The
sidetone audio is generated by the beat note between the xmit
frequency and the receive frequency.  If you don't hear a sidetone and
there is no measurable output key down on the oscope then your xmitter
has a problem.  Assuming you have a reasonably low capacitance, high
impedance scope probe (10+ Mohms), I would check the xmit oscillator
first and work my way forward to the power amp.

I vaguely remember that Wayne, NB6M, had compiled a list of operating
voltage measurements for the SMK-1 so you may want to search the
archives and see if you can find them or contact Wayne directly.  Good
luck.

                        72/73,
                        *Lew*
                         N5ZE



------------------------------

Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 09:32:55 -0700 (PDT)
From: Tom Popovic <ki3r@yahoo.com>
To: lew@paceley.com, Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [96849] Re: No Tranmit from SMK-1?
Message-ID: <20010422163255.9855.qmail@web11204.mail.yahoo.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Speaking of sidetone ....is there a way to decrease
the level as I am always turning the audio down during
xmit.  73  Tom KI3R 
--- Lew Paceley <lew@paceley.com> wrote:
> Hi Del,
> Yes, the SMK-1 has a sidetone...a fairly loud one at
> that.  The
> sidetone audio is generated by the beat note between
> the xmit
> frequency and the receive frequency.  If you don't
> hear a sidetone and
> there is no measurable output key down on the oscope
> then your xmitter
> has a problem.  Assuming you have a reasonably low
> capacitance, high
> impedance scope probe (10+ Mohms), I would check the
> xmit oscillator
> first and work my way forward to the power amp.
> 
> I vaguely remember that Wayne, NB6M, had compiled a
> list of operating
> voltage measurements for the SMK-1 so you may want
> to search the
> archives and see if you can find them or contact
> Wayne directly.  Good
> luck.
> 
>                         72/73,
>                         *Lew*
>                          N5ZE
> 
> 


=====
The common good was the claim and justification of every 
tyranny ever established over men.  Every major horror of
history was committed in the name of altruistic motive...
Actors change, but the course of the tragedy remains the
same.    Ayn Rand 1943

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Auctions - buy the things you want at great prices
http://auctions.yahoo.com/

------------------------------

Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 15:11:59 -0500
From: "Dennis Payton" <dpayton@fwi.com>
To: <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [96850] Float Charger Questions
Message-ID: <003901c0cb68$7dd32200$20a854d1@locke>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I bought a couple float chargers from Harbor Freight recently when they were
on sale for about $8 each. They are Chicago #41288.

I did some tests putting resistance in series with them:
 - Open circuit =13.8 V.
 - 1000 ohms  = 13.75 V. / 16 ma
 - 510 ohms    = 13.7 V. / 28 ma
 - 100 ohms    = 13.6 V. / 130 ma
 - 53 ohms      = 13 V. / 260 ma
 - 48 ohms      = 12 V. / 340 ma
 - 40 ohms      = 11 V. / 425 ma
 - 25 ohms      = 10 V. / 750 ma
 - Shorted       = 2.75 A. (I was willing to lose my $8 to see what would
happen, although it was surely a stupid thing to do! I was hoping it would
limit the current but the 25 or 40 ohm test had probably already answered
that question.)

The wall wart that feeds the charger is rated at 15 V. A/C / 600 ma and the
instructions claim the charger puts out "a constant (minimum current) 13.5
VDC regulated output." I assume it does that within the expected operating
range.

1.) Although they came set at 13.5 volts, I turned them up to 13.8 volts.
Was this advisable?
2.) Can I leave these things on my gel cells and boat batteries constantly?
Would it be good to put a 1/4 or 1/2 amp. fuse in series with them?
3.) They're rated for batteries that are from 5 - 125 amp-hours but what is
the danger in using them on my 4.5 AH gel cells that have no charging
instructions?

BTW if you bought one of these and want to adjust the voltage, the
adjustment trimmer on mine is directly under the last "n" in "Read
instruction manual before using." A small hole through the "n" should make
it accessible.

Thanks!

Denny Payton, N9JXY
Auburn, IN


------------------------------

Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 22:18:07 +0200
From: "Ingo DK3RED" <dk3red@t-online.de>
To: "QRP-L" <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [96851] Re: new MFJ fiberglass mast
Message-ID: <000901c0cb69$7d3c91e0$988f01d9@ingo>

Hello Dave, K8BBM,

> > Looking through the AES catalog that came yesterday, I saw
> > that MFJ now sells a 33-ft telescoping fiberglass mast (#1930).
> > The description and dimensions sound just like the popular
> > DK9SQ mast, but the MFJ version is $20 cheaper (listed at $80).

> PLEASE POST FOR ALL, thanks

you will see the info (MFJ #1910 not 1930) on page 64 of the catalog.
You can download the catalog (pages 49 thru 64) under

http://www.mfjenterprises.com/news/20014964.pdf (455.7 KB)

72 de Ingo, DK3RED

E-Mail: dk3red@t-online.de - Homepage: http://www.t-online.de/~dk3red



------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 2001 16:20:39 -0400
From: Richard Mulvey <mulveyr@iname.com>
To: dpayton@fwi.com
Cc: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [96852] Re: Float Charger Questions
Message-ID: <200104222027.QAA10476@mulvey.dyndns.com>
Content-Type: text/plain
Mime-Version: 1.0

On 22 Apr 2001 15:11:59 -0500, Dennis Payton wrote:
> I bought a couple float chargers from Harbor Freight recently when they were
> on sale for about $8 each. They are Chicago #41288.
> 
> I did some tests putting resistance in series with them:
>  - Open circuit =13.8 V.
>  - 1000 ohms  = 13.75 V. / 16 ma
>  - 510 ohms    = 13.7 V. / 28 ma
>  - 100 ohms    = 13.6 V. / 130 ma
>  - 53 ohms      = 13 V. / 260 ma
>  - 48 ohms      = 12 V. / 340 ma
>  - 40 ohms      = 11 V. / 425 ma
>  - 25 ohms      = 10 V. / 750 ma
>  - Shorted       = 2.75 A. (I was willing to lose my $8 to see what would
> happen, although it was surely a stupid thing to do! I was hoping it would
> limit the current but the 25 or 40 ohm test had probably already answered
> that question.)
> 
> The wall wart that feeds the charger is rated at 15 V. A/C / 600 ma and the
> instructions claim the charger puts out "a constant (minimum current) 13.5
> VDC regulated output." I assume it does that within the expected operating
> range.
> 
> 1.) Although they came set at 13.5 volts, I turned them up to 13.8 volts.
> Was this advisable?
> 2.) Can I leave these things on my gel cells and boat batteries constantly?
> Would it be good to put a 1/4 or 1/2 amp. fuse in series with them?
> 3.) They're rated for batteries that are from 5 - 125 amp-hours but what is
> the danger in using them on my 4.5 AH gel cells that have no charging
> instructions?
> 
> BTW if you bought one of these and want to adjust the voltage, the
> adjustment trimmer on mine is directly under the last "n" in "Read
> instruction manual before using." A small hole through the "n" should make
> it accessible.



   Ironically enough, I bought one of the same chargers last year.  I
had it connected to a battery that I use to run my telecope.

   A couple of days ago, I heard a hissing in the basement.  Turns out
that the charger had failed, and my gel cell was merrily outgassing.
The negative battery clamp was almost completely
eaten away.  The battery was way, way too hot to pick up for an hour
after that.

   Needless to say - I was NOT pleased.

- Rich





------------------------------

Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 15:45:45 -0500
From: Lew Paceley <lew@paceley.com>
To: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>, ki3r@yahoo.com
Subject: [96853] Re: No Tranmit from SMK-1?
Message-ID: <000301c0cb6d$34ea0680$0332a8c0@roland.swbell.net>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset="Windows-1252"
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Hi Tom,
I also had (very!) loud sidetone volume in my SMK1 when I first built
it.  I don't have the schematic handy but I remember soldering a small
wire jumper across the diode connected to the gate of the mute FET.
I'm sorry that I can't remember whom to credit for this mod. - it has
been awhile.  Eliminating the diode from the circuit changes the
voltage seen at the mute FET gate, which in my case made the volume
just about perfect for the phones I use. This is true even when the
attenuation control is at its minimum (loudest) setting.

The SMK1 is a delightfully easy rig to modify.  Check out the Norcal
web page for several good mod. suggestions.  I replaced the stock
output transistor with a 13 cent 2 watt dissipation FZ651TC from B.G.
Micro.  It's a drop-in SOT223 fit. By jumpering out the (50 ohm??)
stock emitter resistor I'm getting roughly 440mW out of the FZT651
output transistor with a 13.8VDC supply.

Have fun with your SMK1.


                72/73,
                *Lew*
                 N5ZE

>Speaking of sidetone ....is there a way to decrease
>the level as I am always turning the audio down during
>xmit.  73  Tom KI3R


------------------------------

Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 14:21:28 -0700
From: <schoon@amgt.com>
To: <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>, <n4dd@preferred.com>
Subject: [96854] RE: Screwdriver Mobile Antenna Help
Message-ID: <c=US%a=_%p=American_Geotech%l=AG-CALCITE-BDC-010422212128Z-426@ag-basalt-pxy.amgt.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

W6AAQ can be reached via snail mail - use QRZ.COM to get his address.
IIRC, $5 gets you the plans. I happen to have one of his DK3s and love
it to pieces!! Even though it's not as nice looking as a High Sierra,
etc, you can build your own for about $50 with a well stocked junk box..

HTH es 72,

.mark

>----------
>From: 	Dennis Brickey[SMTP:n4dd@preferred.com]
>Sent: 	Saturday, April 21, 2001 4:40 PM
>To: 	Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion
>Subject: 	Screwdriver Mobile Antenna Help
>
>Hello And Thanks For The Bandwidth,
>
>Can someone in this illustrious group please point me in the direction of a
>parts list,
>supplier of said parts, and a drawing for building a screwdriver antenna.
>I'd love to
>add one of these to my truck for mobile qrp.  Thanks for any and all
>assistance
>
>Dennis Brickey/N4DD
>
>
>


------------------------------

Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 15:26:15 -0600
From: "James R. Duffey" <jamesd1@flash.net>
To: <dpayton@fwi.com>, qrp-l <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [96855] Re: Float Charger Questions
Message-ID: <B708A897.8D3A%jamesd1@flash.net>
Mime-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset="ISO-8859-1"
Content-transfer-encoding: quoted-printable

Bruce - To answer your questions:

"1.) Although they came set at 13.5 volts, I turned them up to 13.8 volts.
Was this advisable?"

Yes this is fine. Lead Acid batteries can be float charged at 13.6 V to
13.8=A0V.


"2.) Can I leave these things on my gel cells and boat batteries
constantly?"

It is pretty much OK to float charge lead acid batteries at a constant
voltage at 0.1 C or so where C is the Ampere hour rating of the battery. Fo=
r
a 4.5 AH battery like  yours 0.1 C is 450 mA. It sounds like your battery i=
s
close.=20

"Would it be good to put a 1/4 or 1/2 amp. fuse in series with them?"

The fuse is a good idea, but I would make it a bit higher, say an amp or so=
.

" They're rated for batteries that are from 5 - 125 amp-hours but what is
the danger in using them on my 4.5 AH gel cells that have no charging
instructions?"

I think it would be fine. If you add the fuse, that should also help.

Over charging is the number one killer of batteries. I would disconnect the
charger after the battery is fully charged.

Discharging the battery too much is the second biggest cause of battery
failure. Don't discharge your 12 V lead acid battery below 10 V.

I hope that this helps. - Dr. Megacycle KK6MC/5


--=20
James R. Duffey KK6MC/5
30 Casa Loma Road
Cedar Crest, NM 87008


------------------------------

Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 18:01:51 -0400
From: "William Mabry" <n4qa@hotmail.com>
To: qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU
Subject: [96856] DSWTUNER.EXE...now all bands and both encoders
Message-ID: <F41B6sDsqzO4mpKhtrj0001530c@hotmail.com>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; format=flowed

Well, it has turned out to be a great day for writing code or just enjoying 
the beautiful weather.

A single .exe file now works beautifully with DSW-80/40/30/20 with either 
encoder version's firmware. ( I hope there were only two ! )

The program also allows selection of the two most common parallel printer 
port base addresses (0x378 or 0x3BC).
Ok, all this is verified on the IBM PC350-P90 mHz machine. I still have one 
hurdle to surmount...running the program on PCs of higher clock speed than 
90 mHz.
Katie, our youngest, has a 400 mHz Pentium and if she'll only bring it home 
from school, I could try that one :)
Anyway, anyone with a Pentium 90 mHz Pc..or close thereto...and a 
DSW-80/40/30/20 rig *should* now be able to benefit from the current 
iteration of DSWTUNER.EXE .
If you'd like a copy, just give me a holler.
73,
Bill, N4QA
_________________________________________________________________
Get your FREE download of MSN Explorer at http://explorer.msn.com


------------------------------

End of QRP-L Digest 2167
************************
--------------------------------

